Acyclovir treatment for linear endotheliitis on grafted corneas.
Two patients with previous corneal transplants developed unusual rejection-like episodes of the grafted cornea. Both had a migrating line of keratic precipitates and stromal edema involving both the donor and recipient corneas. Intensive steroid treatment attained little effect, but oral acyclovir treatment dramatically suppressed the disease process. The facts suggest that a virus-related immune mechanism against both the donor and recipient endothelia, rather than simple allograft rejection, may have been responsible for the clinical presentations. Oral acyclovir therapy might be considered in patients with steroid-nonresponsive corneal endotheliitis mimicking allograft rejection.